
Utilizing a Social Networking Site as an Academic Discussion Forum 
 

 
 
Above is a screenshot from a computer monitor showing a discussion prompt and 
instructions created for use in a social networking site (SNS) that affords asynchronous 
commentary. 



The wording within the instructions and graphic are related to the mechanics of this 
specific SNS. For instance, an initial post in this medium is called a comment and a 
subsequent response to an initial post is called a reply. Also, the graphic was created in a 
specific dimension so that it is responsive to different screens (suck as desktop and 
mobile), and the full image can be seen in a single view. 
 
The icon of a padlock at the top of the image would not be there in a real-life situation as 
it denotes a privacy setting to where only I can see this post. Instead, it would be replaced 
with a different icon, likely a globe as that symbol denotes a public post that anyone can 
see. 
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Prompt and Instructions 
 
Howard (2017) says, “CMC (computer-mediated communication) is not simply a 
bastardized form of writing; rather, it is a modality in its own right, the conventions of 
which impact communication but are not transparent to the neophyte” (p. 495). 
 
Based on the Productive Online Discussion Model (Gao, Zhang, and Franklin, 2013), 
create an initial comment interpreting or elaborating on the concept above by making 
connections to personal experiences, learning materials, or other non-academic 
ideas/resources. Then, using the image below as a guide, select a role to frame at least 
one reply to a peer’s comment according to the first letter of your last name. 
 
A-G 
After examining a peer’s comment, create a reply that either 
-builds on their comment by adding new insights or ideas, or  
-respectfully challenge their ideas 
 
H-M 
After examining a peer’s comment, create a reply that either 
-compares and contrasts each of your comments or, 
-revises and refines your initial comment based on their ideas 
 
N-Z 
After examining a peer’s comment, create a reply that either 
-shows support and appreciation, or 
-posits questions/ideas encouraging further discussion 


